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 Brussels, 14 January 2013 
 
Dr Tamás Iván Kovács 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of Hungary 
44, Avenue du Vert Chasseur  
1180 Brussels 

Dear Dr Kovács, 

 
Future of the Kishantos Demonstration Farm, Hantos, Central Hungary 
 
I wish to express my concern that the Kishantos Rural Development Centre in 
Hantos, central Hungary is currently facing the prospect of losing the lease to 
its 452-hectare demonstration farm, after the decision by the Hungarian 
authorities to tender its land contract to open competition.  
 
Through its Folk High School, Kishantos has been supporting sustainable 
farming over the last two decades, which is financed by income from the farm. 
It provides theoretical and practical schooling on organic agriculture. The 
IFOAM EU Group believes that non-renewal of Kishantos’ lease would have 
serious implications both for its long-term future and the development of 
sustainable farming in Hungary 

Founders Éva Ács and Ferenc Bolye are experts in the field of agriculture and 
have helped to build Kishantos into a valuable organic learning and 
development centre. The Centre has also developed strong working 
relationships internationally, in Denmark with cooperation between the 
villages of Hantos and Velling. This includes a partnership with the Velling Folk 
High School, with over 200 Hungarian young people taking part in 3 to 5-
month programmes on sustainable practices and democracy since 1994.  

Moreover Kishantos plays an active role at EU level through the IFOAM EU 
Group helping with the organisation of the 5th European Organic Congress on 
“Organic Farming as an Opportunity for European Agriculture” held in Gödöllő 
in partnership with the Hungarian Ministry for Rural Development during the 
Hungarian EU Presidency 2011. Kishantos was very well received by Congress 
delegates, which included high level EU policymakers. 

I trust you understand our serious concerns and hope you will give upmost 
consideration to ensuring the renewal of the farm’s lease so that Kishantos 
continues to contribute to the farming and rural fabric of central Hungary. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Marco Schlüter  
Director, IFOAM EU Group 


